FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

I.  Doing Business with PEO STRI

Who is PEO STRI?  The Program Executive Office for Simulation, Training and Instrumentation’s mission is to procure a broad range of Modeling & Simulation (M&S) and Instrumentation capabilities, to include support of simulators, simulations, training systems/devices, instrumentation systems, test systems, telecommunications systems, experimentation, and advanced simulation concepts.  Here are some of the frequently asked questions:

Who do I contact to do business with PEO STRI? Program Manager for Simulation Technology Integration (PM-STI) is chartered to be the External Customer Entry Point for all new work at PEO STRI.  PM-STI can be reached at (407) 384-3733 or via email at doing_business@peostri.army.mil.  All information regarding how to do business with PEO STRI will be centralized on our web based PEO STRI Business Opportunities Module (STRIBOM).

What type of contractual vehicles does PEO STRI have? PEO STRI has full contract authority to execute any contract vehicle authorized by the Federal Acquisition Regulation to support Army and Department of Defense (DOD) simulation requirements in accordance with the Inter-Services Agreement with the Navy.  Some specific contract vehicles being used to meet our customers needs include:

· Multiple Award Contracts (MACs),including the PEO STRI Omnibus Contract (STOC)

· Government Services Agency (GSA) contracts

· Blanket Purchase Agreements (BPAs)

· Small Business Innovative Research (SBIR) contracts

· Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) for concept exploration and research and development efforts

· 8(a) set-asides and contracts to Small Disadvantaged Businesses

· Individual contracts (“C” type)

Is there a charge to use PEO STRI contracts? As with all Government agencies, there is a cost associated with doing business that is not budgeted for outside customers.  Therefore, PEO STRI charges a 1.5% fee applied to the first $20M per year to defray the costs of support by PM STI, resource management division, contracting directorate, and all other administration functions required to execute a requirement.

What if a customer needs support in defining requirements, evaluation factors, etc.? PEO STRI can provide, at a reimbursable charge, experts in all subject matter areas regarding simulation, training and instrumentation to assist/lead the customer to the best technological solution to satisfy their requirement.  Rates for engineering/program management support are estimated at $125,000 per year for support and are negotiable with the lead agent on a requirement (either one of the PMs or Directors). 

Who executes my requirement? PEO STRI performs the actual execution of the requirement on a contracting vehicle through the Naval Air Warfare Center Training Systems Division (NAWCTSD) Contracting Office.  In order to execute a contract, a description of the requirement, along with other documents (funding, evaluation criteria) needs to be submitted in the form of a procurement data package (PDP). The STOC User’s Guide located on the PEO STRI homepage lists documents required as part of the PDP.  PEO STRI is committed to supporting all customer requirements, therefore, the customer is encouraged and in some instances required to be involved throughout the entire acquisition process. 

How do small businesses do business with PEO STRI? The Contracting Officer and the Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization Office (SADBU) review all requirements solicited by PEO STRI (including STOC RFPs) to determine if the requirement can be set aside to small businesses, small disadvantaged businesses, and 8(a) businesses.  Small businesses should market their abilities to the SADBU office, the PMs, and the Prime Contractors under STOC to ensure that their specialties/abilities are known throughout the simulation community.

Where can I learn about PEO STRI Business Opportunities? Currently, the business opportunities can be found on the PEO STRI homepage under the PEO STRI Business Opportunities Module (STRIBOM).   The STRIBOM houses two opportunity announcement links: (1) STOC Solicitations, and (2) PEO STRI Solicitations.  The “STOC Solicitations” link displays all opportunities solicited under the STOC Contract.  Only those prime contractors under STOC are able to submit proposals in response to the solicitations.  All business opportunities outside of the STOC contract are posted on the STRIBOM under the link titled “PEO STRI Solicitations.”  These opportunity announcements are open to all members of industry.

What is the STRIBOM?

 It is an interactive, web-based module that allows industry and Government to better communicate throughout the pre-solicitation/pre-award process.  The module is part of a bigger system, PEO STRI Knowledge Center, which incorporates processes, metrics and data management for programs and individuals throughout PEO STRI. The STRIBOM contains opportunity announcements, RFPs, and affords electronic proposal submission and communication between industry and Government.

What is the advantage of customers satisfying their requirement through PEO STRI? PEO STRI is a premier developer of simulation, training, and instrumentation products developed and produced through innovative business arrangements established with industry, academia, and inter-service agencies.  PEO STRI's association with the National Simulation Center affords customers the opportunity to leverage existing, developing, or exploratory technologies within the modeling, simulation, training, and instrumentation environment.  Leveraging PEO STRI’s business arrangements with the latest technologies available allows PEO STRI to provide integrated solutions tailored to specific needs throughout each phase of the acquisition life cycle, from concept exploration through sustainment.

Are Contractors encouraged to bring new work to PEO STRI? Contractors are encouraged to bring new customers to PEO STRI in order to receive the best simulation, training and instrumentation support available.  Processes are being re-engineered in order to support this mission to include giving consideration in the award decision for bringing outside customers to PEO STRI.  These processes will be posted on the PEO STRI Knowledge Center.

What is an Ombudsman? In accordance with FAR16.505 and 10 U.S.C. 2304(c) agencies with a multiple award contract shall designate an Ombudsman – a senior official independent of the Contracting office – who reviews complaints from contractors on task order and delivery order contracts.  The ombudsman ensures that all contractors receive a fair opportunity to be considered for awards consistent with the terms of the contracts. 

Who is the Ombudsman? The Ombudsman for PEO STRI is the Principal Deputy for Acquisition, Ms. Leah Treppel.  Ombudsman issues may be sent to ombudsman@PEO STRI.army.mil.
II. Doing Business through STOC

What is STOC?  STOC is an indefinite delivery/indefinite quantity (ID/IQ) multiple award contract (MAC) which established a group of 33 highly qualified contractors capable of meeting the DOD’s requirements for all Simulation, Training and Instrumentation.  The STOC primes include both large and small businesses that may compete for awards over the next 8 years up to a ceiling price of $4 Billion.  The STOC contracts are divided into four domains including Lot I – Live, Lot II – Virtual, Lot III – Constructive, Lot IV – Test and Instrumentation.  
What is the purpose of STOC? STOC gives the Contracting Officers flexibility in placing delivery and task orders in a streamlined manner drastically reducing the time required to perform a traditional procurement.  STOC allows a seamless migration to Life Cycle Contractor Support (LCCS) functions to be performed by PEO STRI’s Operations Directorate.

What is the PEO STRI Commander’s goal for STOC? The Commander’s goal is to keep the simulation, technology and instrumentation industrial base broad, diverse, and capable of capturing emerging technologies so that only the best in Simulation, Training and Instrumentation is fielded to the Warfighter.  Because of the streamlined contracting process, the entire acquisition process is made faster. 

Who is part of the STOC team? All members of PEO STRI are part of the STOC team since STOC is the preferred method for procuring simulation, training and instrumentation requirements for PEO STRI and its customers.  Specific people who can answer questions and direct customers to the best place for service include: 


Gene Haga – PM STI

Kim Denver – Contracts Division Head – STOC 

Melissa Santarsiero – Contracting Officer – STOC


How do I determine which type of domain my requirement falls under? Once the product is clearly defined, the Project Lead (PM-STI for external customers) will identify which domain the requirement falls under in accordance with the definitions in the basic STOC statement of work.  

How can I become a Prime Contractor under STOC? On an annual basis the Contracting Officer will determine if additional contracts should be added in order to sustain the competitive environment.  Should PEO STRI determine that it is necessary to add additional contracts, a solicitation will be issued and additional awards will be made.

How can I become a subcontractor under STOC? At any time a contractor may create a teaming relationship with any of the STOC prime contractors under STOC.  In order to facilitate teaming arrangements, the complete point of contact listing for each prime contractor is located on the PEO STRI Knowledge Center at the STOC Useful Information site.

How are the teaming arrangements structured under STOC?

The teaming arrangements under STOC were designed to be flexible in order to provide the best solution for the communicated requirement.  Since STOC has an ordering period of 8 years, a flexible teaming structure will allow the warfighter to benefit from emerging technologies in our dynamic environment. 

Can a prime contractor propose a new team for work under task orders other than the team proposed for the basic contract?  Yes, the prime contractors may propose a new team when proposing for task orders, other than the team proposed in the basic contract award, in order to provide the best solution for the communicated requirement. 

How are Small Business Set Asides determined? Both the Contracting Officer and the SADBU office review each requirement that is a candidate for award under STOC for small business set aside opportunities.  A small business set aside may be done within a domain or as a separate contract at PEO STRI. 

Are there any 8(a) set-asides under STOC? There are no 8(a) set-aside orders under STOC.  When it is determined by the SADBU office and the Contracting Officer that an effort is suitable for an 8(a) small business set-aside, PEO STRI will award a separate contract using the procedures set forth for this type of contract action.

How is past performance going to be collected for STOC? Past performance on all of the STOC delivery/task orders will be accomplished through the Contractor Performance Assessment Report System (CPARS) twice a year.  The Contractors will be able to review their performance ratings prior to entry into the system.  This information will be used in the evaluation of future task orders under STOC.
What are the reasons work would be awarded on a sole-source basis? In order to award a task/delivery order on a sole source basis, the requirement must meet one of the following four reasons listed in FAR 16.505:

(1) The agency need is of such urgency that competition for the Task Order would result in unacceptable delays.

(2) Only one awardee is capable of providing the supplies at the required level of quality due to the unique or highly specialized nature. 

(3) The requirement is a logical follow on to a previously issued order. 

(4) It is necessary to place a task order to satisfy a guaranteed minimum. 

 Where can I go to find the latest award information under STOC? On the PEO STRI homepage there is a link named “PEO STRI Knowledge Center.”  Once at that site, click on the “:STOC Useful Information” link which has all STOC information available to the public including award information, contractor and Government point of contact information, STOC SOW, etc. 

How does STOC address logistics support? Each PEO STRI Program Manager is required to turn over fielded systems to PEO STRI’s Operations Division for life cycle system support.  The Operations division has 5 life cycle contractor support (LCCS) contracts that maintain the required readiness levels of all systems, performs all training, and keeps the systems operations worldwide.  As devices are fielded through the STOC contracts, the logistics support is transitioned from STOC to one of the five LCCS contracts so as to provide a seamless transition from production to fielded life cycle support.


How is DCMA involved in STOC? The Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) is the Department of Defense contract manager, responsible for ensuring Federal acquisition programs, supplies, and services are delivered on time, within cost, and meet performance requirements.  DCMA has established an on-site office at PEO STRI to help coordinate the efforts of the 17 Contract Management Offices (CMOs) located throughout the continental United States that have cognizance over contractors awarded STOC contracts.   During the pre-award phase DCMA provides pre-contractual advice to assist Program Managers (PM) and Procuring Contracting Officers (PCO).  After award, the DCMA CMOs located at the place of performance oversee the contractor's systems to ensure the system's performance, cost and schedule are in compliance with the terms and conditions of the contract.

What is Electronic Commerce? Electronic Commerce (EC) is the Government’s capability to communicate its requirements for goods and services to its agents and private sector trading partners in digital electronic form encoded with mutually agreed-upon commercial standards.  EC also requires that PEO STRI’s trading partners have the capability to communicate program cost, schedule, and performance information about the required goods and services back to the Government in a similar manner.  EC is being accomplished through the BOM and the PEO STRI Knowledge Center using an Integrated Data Environment approach.

When will proposals be able to be transmitted electronically? Electronic transmittal of proposals began occurring through the STRIBOM in December 2001.  
